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Zero Tolerance for Animal Cruelty 
 
As the Internet focused its attention on the torturous killing of 

Cecil the lion in Zimbabwe last week, one man learned how he would 
pay the price for slaughtering nine ducklings in a Wellington 
community.   

On May 2, Jason Falbo II, of Royal Palm Beach, intentionally 
ran his lawn mower blade over young Muscovy ducks as they gathered 
with their mother near a tree.  While a family watched the carnage in 

horror from their backyard, the landscaper smiled, laughed, backed up 
and aimed for more victims. 

Falbo pleaded guilty to the massacre, as well as a prior charge 
of domestic battery by strangulation during a fight with his girlfriend 
back in March. 

We believe Falbo’s case highlights the larger danger associated 
with someone who harms animals: A person is likely the next focus of 
their wrath, which is why these cases must be taken seriously. 

In our opinion, Falbo’s punishment was swift and just.  Circuit 
Judge Glenn Kelley handed down for both crimes a sentence of three 
years probation, in which the first year will be served in the Palm Beach 
County Jail, according to the Sun Sentinel. 

He will not be allowed to own any animals or live with someone 
who has pets.  Falbo has to perform 10 hours of community service a 
month and have a mental health exam within 30 days of getting out of 
jail.  He has two years to pay $669 in fines and court costs, the Sun 
Sentinel report said. 

We hope Falbo will learn the value of life, whether animal or 
human, during his stay in jail. 

But he’s not the only animal abuser that could learn a lesson or 
two.  Every day we are bombarded with stories and images of animals 
beaten to death or locked in cars to bake alive in the Florida heat. 

Where is the outrage such as that shown over the murder of 
Cecil, the internationally beloved lion, for these animals suffering and 
dying right in our own neighborhoods? 

The same passion for justice should be given to every animal 
that is needlessly abused or killed at the hands of man. 

Palm Beach County State Attorney Dave Aronberg’s recent case 
against Delray Beach resident Anthony T. Herring, who was convicted 
of nearly starving to death his chained-up pit bull Bella, gives us hope. 

His guilty verdict shows that our courts’ tolerance for animal 
cruelty is quickly dropping to zero. 

Herring will receive his sentence August 27.  Bella was nursed 
back to health and is doing well with her new family. 

An owner of a rescue dog, Aronberg personally handled the 

trial, the first case in which has done so since his 2012 election, 
according to the Sun Sentinel. 

We appreciate the message he wants to send to the community: 
“We’re going to do everything we can to protect the most vulnerable 
amongst us, whether it’s children… or animals”, Aronberg told the Sun 
Sentinel. 
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